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. . . the journey continues . . . 
a message from Pastor K 

I was sitting with a group of pastors one day discussing a phrase we all hear in our churches ï that phrase 

being ñeveryone I know belongs to a churchò -- when Pastor Jeremy Jech said to us, ñwhen I hear that phrase from a 

member of my congregation I tell them that if thatôs the case they need to make new friends.ò  I must admit, when I 

first heard those words spring forth from Pastor Jeremyôs mouth I was taken aback, but I have since come to realize 

heôs right . . . and from the pages Iôve read from the Rev. Bill Hybelôs book ñJust Walk Across the Room,ò Pastor 

Bill agrees. 

Bear in mind, there is a difference between what most of us call ñchurch growthò and ñevangelism.ò  Most of 

us think of ñchurch growthò in terms of growing our own church (filling the pews), whereas the term evangelism is 

often used in reference to the work of growing the kingdom . . . Godôs kingdom . . . without regard to denomination 

(or non-denomination), let alone a specific church. 

Consider the work of Billy Graham, one of the greatest evangelists of our time.  Rev. Graham is a Baptist 

preacher who was married to a Presbyterian; but if you have ever heard him speak, you know he never calls a person 

to a church or denomination.  It is always to Christ that he calls people, after which he strongly encourages them to 

get involved in a local church where they will grow in the Lord.  Evangelism is all about seed planting. 

Jesus also said, ñThe kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 

produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 

ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.ò  ~ Mark 4:26-29  

Kay Etherton will tell you before he died, her husband Lloyd was a seed planter.  There were many times 

when he would ñWalk Across the Co-opò and say to Bill Daharsh, ñYour wife and daughter were in church on 

Sunday.  Where were you?  You should have been there with them.ò   

To the onlooker Lloyd was just making small talk but, in his own way, Lloyd was planting seeds.  He 

scattered the seeds and one day a seed sprouted and grew.  Lloyd didnôt know how it happened, but Billôs been here 

ever since. 

Whether one is walking across the room or scattering seeds, the first step IS the most difficult.  The first step 

is the one in which we must overcome our fear, pride, self-consciousness, self-esteem, etc. and determine to start a 

conversation . . . perhaps with a total stranger.  If you stop to think about it, itôs amazing how many conversations 

one has throughout the year with people who are not oneôs closest friends or family.  Even more amazing is the way 

God opens doors for us to share our faith and/or encourage others in their own ñwalk.ò 

On the inside jacket cover of ñJust Walk Across the Roomò readers will find the following: ñThe highest 

value in personal evangelism is cooperating with the Spirit,ò says Hybels.  This means playing only the role youôre 

meant to play ï walking when the Spirit says to walk, talking when he says to talk, and falling silent when he 

suggests youôve said enough.  Hybels encourages you to ñlive in 3Dò . . .  

 DDeveloping friendships 

 DDiscovering stories 

 DDiscerning appropriate next steps 
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. . . as a means of learning to understand the Holy Spiritôs promptings.  With fresh perspectives from his own 

reflections and experiences collected during his most recent decade of ministry, Bill Hybels shows with convincing 

and inspiring clarity the power of this personal, richly relational approach to evangelism. 

In the introduction to ñJust Walk Across the Room,ò Pastor Bill talks about a trip he took one day to the 

campground where, as a teenager, heôd invited Christ to enter into his life.  He hadnôt planned on making the trip (it 

was only after arriving at a nearby harbor by boat that he even realized the camp was just 10 miles away) so he had 

no vehicle to get him there.  It was this circumstance which gave him the opportunity to ñjust walk across the roomò 

so to speak. 

The person who arrived to pick him up was man who, the cab dispatcher had said, would do anything for 

money.  His car rattled and shaked and his gas tank was on empty.  When Pastor Bill offered to buy him some gas 

the man couldnôt believe it.  ñReally,ò he asked.  ñNo . . . I couldnôt do that.ò  The man was even more incredulous 

when, after stating he would only put in $2 of gas in his car Pastor Bill hollered, ñOh, go ahead and go crazy . . . 

make it $10!ò  The man ñjoked that in the six months he owned the vehicle it had never had a full tank.ò  Pastor Bill 

had him fill the tank. 

When they arrived at the campground the man waited until Pastor Bill went and did his thing.  Not knowing 

what that thing was, ñnot two minutes into the [return] trip he looked over at Pastor Bill and asked óWhat was that all 

about?ôò 

After the man nodded that he really did want to know what had taken place on the hill of the campground, 

Pastor Bill ñexplained how he had had the most powerful experience of his entire life on the side of the hill.  He told 

him how he had grown up hearing about God and learning about church but that he had been on a self-improvement 

plan for years, always hoping to set righteousness records to earn his way into Godôs good favor.  óEverything 

changed for me on that hillðitôs the place where I learned that all of what I was trying to achieve would never get 

me into a relationship with God,ôò he told the man. 

ñWell then how the hell do you?ò the man asked. 

ñFor me,ò Pastor Bill told him, ñit was Titus 3:5 which says that óChrist saved us, not because of 

righteousness things we had done, but because of his mercy.ôò 

The man asked more questions and Pastor Bill responded . . . sharing the story of how he had asked Jesus to 

enter into his life, to forgive his sin, and to lead his life through grace rather than through his own strivings. 

ñLook at me, though,ò the man said, ñIôm a loser.  Iôm just a loser.  I mean can something like that happen to 

someone like me?ò 

Did you see the door open?  Pastor Bill ñdeveloped a friendshipò, ñdiscovered a storyò, and then, having 

ñdiscerned the appropriate steps,ò said to the man, ñFirst of all, youôre not a loser.  Youôre anything but a loser.  

Youôre so important to God that heôs been pursuing you since the day you were born.  And you can have the same 

relationship with God that I found in my late teen years.  It can happen to you anytime, anywhere.  If you accept his 

gift of grace, you will be made new, and he will guide your life for the rest of your days.ò 

The end result of their encounter was that the man decided he might check out a new church which was right 

beside the place where he lived. The pastor had been by on several occasions to talk to him about the church but he 

had been too stubborn to go.  ñThis weekend, maybe Iôll check it out,ò he told Pastor Bill. 

A chance encounter led to the planting of a seed.  Did it take?  We donôt know . . . sometimes we never know 

and, even if it does, we donôt know how it happens anymore than the seed planter in Jesusô story above knows how it 

happens.  We plant seeds and God grows them; but when we see the ripe grain . . . perhaps from seeds someone else 

has planted . . . we harvest. 

ñJust Walk Across the Room: Simple Steps Pointing People to Faith,ò by Rev. Bill Hybels is the book being 

used for our Fall Small Group Study.  Many members of the church are already participating in a small group but if 

you are not one of them, please consider joining a group for this particular study.  Evangelism doesnôt have to be 

difficult.  It can be as easy as engaging in conversation during a chance encounter. 

Note that Jesus never said, ñGo out and grow the Presbyterian Church (USA).ò  He said, ñGo therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.ò  ~ Matthew 28:19-20.  Itôs a funny thing though, experience shows that when Godôs children grow Godôs 

kingdom through their witness of Jesus Christ . . . the sharing of their faith/His Gospel . . . the numbers in their own 

church grow as well. 

The journey continues . . .  



Fall Harvest Lunch 

& Country Store 

First Presbyterian Church 

Fall Harvest Lunch: Tuesday, 

October 28th, from 11:00 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m. This is our one big fund raiser for the 

year, and we ask that you keep this in mind when 

you are called to help. As always, items are needed 

for the Country Store and pies are needed for the 

lunch. Additionally, if anyone had a good harvest 

from their gardens and would like to donate some of 

the produce, we will be needing onions, carrots, and 

potatoes. If you have any questions, ideas or would 

like to help in any way please call Kay Etherton 

(784-2618) or Doris Andersen (784-4141). 

Stewardship Update 

The Stewardship Committee is working to get the 

Stewardship Campaign off the ground the first week 

in November. This year Cozad First Presbyterian 

Church will celebrate Consecration Sunday on 

November 23
rd
. Rev. Matt Coplen of Gothenburg 

First Presbyterian Church will be our guest 

preacher. A dinner will be held immediately 

following the worship service. Please mark your 

calendar and plan to attend this special day in the 

life of the church. 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update 

If you have not yet gotten your Pastor Skills Survey 

completed and turned in to the church, please do so 

no later than Thursday, October 9
th
. Your input is 

both needed and appreciated. Please tell us what 

gifts/skills you seek in your next pastor. Thank you. 

Reminder . . . The Small Groups Study 

begins the week of October 5th 

First Presbyterian Church's top three objectives are: 

1) Evangelism 2) Mission and Stewardship AND  

3) Christian Education. With the support of all the 

small group leaders and the churchôs session, the 

Fall Small Group Study this year will hit on two of 

these objectives. Starting the week of October 5
th
, 

friends and members of our church will come 

together to participate in the small group study Just 

Walk Across the Room ï Simple Steps in Pointing 

People to Faith ï by Pastor Bill Hybels. Bill is the 

founder and senior Pastor of Willow Creek 

Community Church in South Barrington, IL, and 

the author of more than 20 books. 

Sharing oneôs faith can be a very scary thing ï 

weôre not exactly sure what to say or how to 

present ourselves and we sure donôt want to 

overwhelm or scare someone off ï that was never 

Jesus' intention. Hybels study offers tips on how to 

share oneôs faith that are easy to understand and 

utilize in oneôs daily interactions with friends, 

family, co-workers and new acquaintances.  

This study is a video based and the lessons can be 

viewed within a group at four scheduled times 

during the week. Here are the group times and 

locations: 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 5TH ɀ WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9TH 

Sunday Nights 

7pm @ Church Library ï Leader is Jon Geiger 

Tuesday Nights 

7:30pm @ Home of Ted Thomas ï Leader is Mary 
Jane Whiting 

Thursday Nights 

7:30pm @ Church Library ï Leader is Jane Kinnan 

Saturday Mornings 

Time TBA @ Church Library ï Leader is Judith 

Geiger 

Each group participant will receive a study guide 

for the video lessons and a hardcover edition of Just 

Walk Across the Room ï Simple Steps in Pointing 

People to Faith at no cost. If you are unable to 

attend one of the four scheduled meeting times you 

may receive a copy of the hardcover edition of Just 

Walk Across the Room to study on your own. We 

canôt encourage you enough, however, to attend a 

small group and view the video lessons in order to 

experience all that Bill Hybels has to offer on the 

sharing of oneôs faith. Plus youôll enjoy the 

fellowship of fellow group members and discover 

the challenges you face in sharing your faith are 

encountered by many others as well ï not just you. 

If you are not part of a small group and are looking 

to join one, please feel free to contact our small 

groupsô coordinator Jon Geiger at (308)-325-2244 

or dristan12@yahoo.com. It is NEVER too late to 

get in on this study or any other small group study. 

Again, if you are unable to attend a group to view 

the video lessons, please contact Jon for details on 

receiving your hardcover edition of Just Walk 

Across the Room. 
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Looking Ahead . . . 
Scriptures and Hymns for October 

As we continue to grow in the Spirit of 

our triune God, some of you may want 

to read the ñMessageò scripture and/or 

hymns ahead of time so that your 

worship experience is more meaningful. 
Hereôs whatôs coming up: 

October 5 

Text: Philippians 3:4b-14 

Hymns: ñThe Churchôs One Foundation,ò Hymn 

#442; ñFight the Good Fight,ò Hymn #307; ñChrist 

is Risen! Shout Hosanna!ò Hymn #104 

 

October 12 

Text: Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 

Hymns: ñSpirit,ò Hymn #319 (Hymn of the Month); 

ñThereôs a Wideness in Godôs Mercy,ò Hymn #298; 

ñJesus Calls Us oôer the Tumult,ò Red Songbook 

October 19 

Text: Matthew 22:15-22 

Hymns: ñSpirit,ò Hymn #319 (Hymn of the Month); 

ñO, How I Love Jesus,ò Red Songbook; ñTake My 

Life,ò Hymn #391 

October 26 

Text: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

Hymns: ñA Mighty Fortress Is Our God,ò Hymn 

#260; ñSwing Low, Sweet Chariot,ò Red Songbook; 

ñSpirit,ò Hymn #319 (Hymn of the Month) 

Hymn of the Month 

ySpiritx 

Following are the words to Octoberôs ñHymn of the 

Month.ò Engrave them on your hearts! 

Refrain: 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 

Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

Stir me from placidness, 

Wind, wind on the sea. 

 

1. You moved on the waters, 

You called to the deep, 

Then You coaxed up the mountains 

From the valleys of sleep, 

And over the eons 

You called to each thing, 

"Awake from your slumbers 

And rise on your wings." 

(Refrain) 

 

2. You swept through the desert, 

You stung with the sand, 

And You gifted your people 

With a law and a land, 

And when they were blinded 

With their idols and lies, 

Then You spoke through Your prophets 

To open their eyes. 

(Refrain) 

 

3. You sang in a stable, 

You cried from a hill, 

Then You whispered in silence  

When the whole world was still,  

And down in the city 

You called once again 

When You blew through Your people  

On the rush of the wind. 

(Refrain) 

 

4. You call from tomorrow, 

You break ancient schemes, 

From the bondage of sorrow  

The captives dream dreams;  

Our women see visions, 

Our men clear their eyes.  

With bold new decisions  

Your people arise.  

(Refrain) 

CCLI Song No. 101393 

© 1978, 1980 James K. Manley 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights Reserved. 

www.ccli.com  CCLI License No. 2243482 

Needed: Director of Christian Education 

Which came first . . . the chicken or the egg?  

Churches face a similar question when seeking to 

grow their Christian Education Department. 

Consider this . . . if you were a young couple 

with children seeking a church, would you choose 

a church without a Sunday School?  In most 

cases, the answer would be ñno.ò 

In order to attract young families to our 

church, a Sunday School must be put in place.  

We have members willing to teach.  What we 

lack is an administrator to oversee the program. 

Have you got the gift of administration?  If 

so, please prayerfully consider this area of 

church ministry. 

http://www.ccli.com/


Ecumenical Girls Bible Study 

Starts Sunday, October 5, 2008  

Pastor K will once again lead an Ecumenical Girls 

Bible Study beginning Sunday, October 5, 2008. If 

you know of a girl age 7
th
 grade or older who is 

interested in delving into Godôs Word, please let her 

know about this group. We meet Sundays at noon. 

Lunch is provided. 

y4DD :NT @S SGD 1NKDx 

See You at the PoleÊ is a student-initiated, student 

organized, and student-led event. That means this is 

all about students meeting at their school flagpole to 

prayðfor their school, friends teachers, govern-

ment, and their nation. See You at the PoleÊ is not 

a demonstration, political rally, nor a stand for or 

against anything. Itôs simply a time to ask Godôs 

blessing on our schools, students, etc. 

On September 24
th
 a handful of students (including 

our own Alicia and Rogelio Lopez) arose very early 

in the morning to participate in this event. Youth 

and pastors gathered in the dark around the Middle 

School flag pole and began to pray around the circle 

shortly after 7 a.m. Although we started praying in 

the dark, we ended in the morning light! 

Ecumenical Youth Group News 

With the success of Mission to Cozad, pastors from 

various churches are looking to form a youth-led 

ecumenical youth group which would meet weekly 

for worship, fellowship, food, and study. While the 

youth group will be youth-led, adults are needed for 

oversight purposes. If you are interested in helping 

to get this dream off the ground, please let Pastor 

Karen know. 

It is our understanding that Callawayôs ecumenical 

youth group has 55 out of 75 students participating 

in its group. We hope to replicate or better their 

percentage of participation.  

If you have a heart for the youth of our community, 

please consider being a part of the coordinating 

team. 

Mission of the Month 

Peacemaking Offering  

The Peacemaking Offering 

was created in 1980 to 

support the efforts of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commitment to 

peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God. It is 

one of four special offerings designated by the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)ôs General Assembly.  

Each congregation is encouraged to retain 25% of 

the Offering it receives to use for local ministries of 

peacemaking within the church and its community. 

25% is used by presbyteries and synods, and 50% is 

used by the General Assembly ministries through 

the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. 

In accordance with the action of the 217th General 

Assembly, congregations are encouraged to 

consider directing a portion or all of their 25 percent 

of the Peacemaking Offering as a faithful Christian 

response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. However, 

there are a number of other areas which might be 

considered as well. Ways in which congregations 

have used their share of these funds include: 

 Help finance housing for refugee families living 
in the community. 

 Support a free community medical clinic for 
those unable to pay for medical services. 

 Purchase computer equipment for a Presbyterian 
school in Ghana. 

 Contribute to local shelters that house and 

provide services for women and children facing 

violence in the home. 

 Support local mediation services and programs 

that teach conflict resolution. 

If you have a heart for peace and justice, please 

consider donating to this worthy cause. 

And . . . if you have an idea as to where you would 

like to see our churchôs share of the Peacemaking 

Offering go, please share your thoughts with the 

Missions Committee. 



Pastoral Care When Hospitalized 

If you or a member of your family is hospitalized 

for any reason, the hospital staff will call the church 

office or pastor only on your request. Please help us 

keep up with you and your situations. 

Thanks For Your Ministry 

We give thanks to those whose 

ministries blessed the church during 

the month of August. 

Musicians & Singers: Steve Andersen, Jon Geiger, 

Judy Gilbert, Jane Kinnan, Stephanie Snyder, and 

Mary Jane Whiting 

Bulletin Board Designer: Ginny Cover 

Coffee Maker & Cookie Bakers: Marilyn Ellison, 

Walt & Stephanie Snyder 

Ushers & Greeters: Walt Snyder, Rogelio Lopez, 

Alicia & Rogelio Lopez, Jr., Carol Stuckey & Susie 

Cornelius 

Communion Servers & Bread Baker: Ginny and 

Heidi Cover, and Norma Rhone. 

Lawn Care: Cullon, Tarron and Mike Hecox 

AfterZone Juice Donors: 3 gallons of juice were 

donated in September for the Afterzone. Thank you! 

Newsletter Helpers: Marilyn Ellison, Ted & 

Phyllis Thomas 

Session & Committee Members, AND all who 

supported the Church through the giving of their 

time, talents, $$, and ñcans for mission.ò 

Families of the Month 

Please pray for, call and/or send cards to 

our families of the month as a way of 

keeping them before God and our church 

family. The families for October are:  

Bill & Ruth Daharsh 

602 West 11th 

Cozad, NE  69130 

Steve & Doris Andersen 

PO Box 41 

Cozad, NE  69130 

Ushers & Greeters for October 

Ushers 

Dave Gilbert, Ray Geiger, Phil Menke 

Greeters 

Cot & Euvah Stuart 

Prayer Concerns 

Please continue to hold the following in prayer: 

Family and Friends 

Phil Menke Betty Deines 

Elaine Higley Mary Schaefer (S. Andersenôs sister) 

Debbie (Etherton) Eisenhauer Alexis Linn Verzal 

Justin Stinman (Normaôs grandson) Sheila Higley 

Brent Scroggin  Richie Weinmaster 

Our homebound members 

Nebraska Missionaries 

Kristin Hamner (FPC, Grand Island) 

Susie Frerichs (FPC, Hastings) 

 

From the Presbytery Prayer List 

Please pray for the mission and ministry of the 

following churches and ministers or lay members of 

the Presbytery:  

October 5: Cozad First Presbyterian Church / Rev. 

Silas Kessler ï honorably retired 

October 12: Central City United Presbyterian Church 

/ Rev. Bud Israel (Hastings Second Presbyterian 

Church) 

October 19: Campbell Westminster United 

Presbyterian Church/ Rev. Roger Nelson ï honorably 

retired 

October 26: Broken Bow First Presbyterian Church / 

Rev. Jay Snell 

Note: Members, friends, and family are put on and 

removed from the prayer list by request. To be put on 

or removed from the list, please call the church office. 

October Birthdays  

   1  Jasa Rhone  14  Kathy Rangel 

  4  Halie Petska  16  Dave Gilbert 

  7  James Cover        John Mason 

10  Jeff Worrell  17  Cullon Hecox 

11  Dr. Fred Hecox  18  Clint Menke 

      Wilma Andersen   21  Tyler Roenfeldt 

      Jean Ryker   22  Lois Lemmon 

12  Kylee Whiting        Erin Libal 

13  Ashley Petska  24  Larry Whiting 

      Kay Lhotak            28  Debbie Eisenhauer 

Donôt forget to bring your empty aluminum cans to 

the church. The Missions Committee will take your 

cans and turn them into mission $$. Itôs a win-win 

for the environment AND for people in need! 


